TOWN OF OCEAN VIEW
DELAWARE

February 26, 2026

TO: Mayor and Council

FROM: Carol S. Houck, Town Manager ) )

SUBJECT: Recommendation to Support FY2026 Emergency Services
Enhancement Funding Program Application of the Millville

Volunteer Fire Company

Attached you will find the grant application from the Millville Volunteer Fire
Company (MVFC) requesting FY2026 funding support from Ocean View’s
Emergency Services Enhancement Funding Program. As you are aware, the
MVEC services Ocean View, Millville and surrounding communities for fire and
ambulance service, having no direct affiliation with any Towns. They have been
the recipient annually of funds from this source, established to support efforts of
emergency responders.

Staff has reviewed the application detail and supporting documentation and feels
the request meets the requirements of the grant.

Funds are available to support the request in full.
It is therefore recommended that the Mayor and Council support the request from

the MVFC and authorize the purchase of Helmets, turnout gear, turnout coats and
radio straps as identified in the attached, at the not to exceed cost of $84,443.



MILLVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY INC.

DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS PROUDLY PROTECTING THEIR COMMUNITY

WWW.MILLVILLE84.COM

35554 ATLANTIC AVENUE TEL: (302) 539-9535
MILLVILLE, DE 19967 FAX: (302) 539-7319

Town of Ocean View

201 Central Avenue

Ocean View, Delaware 19970
Attn: Town Manager Carol Houck

February 2", 2026
Dear Ms. Houck

Included with this letter is the Millville Volunteer Fire Company’s
submission to the Town of Ocean View Emergency Services Enhancement Funding
Program. We greatly appreciate the opportunity to apply for this year’s award.
Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank You

6 D)
4 y

uglas W. Scott
Fire Chief



GRANT APPLICATION
TOWN OF OCEAN VIEW
EMERGENCY SERVICES ENHANCEMENT FUNDING PROGRAM
Name of Organization: Millville Volunteer Fire Company Inc.
Address: 35554 Atlantic Avenue, Millville DE 19967
Fire Station Phone (302) 539-9535 Fax (302) 539-7319
Name of Contact Person: Douglas Scott, Fire Chief Cell (302) 841-2137

Email: dougscott@millville84.com Website: www.millville84.com

Mission Statement:

The Millville Volunteer Fire Company (MVFC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit serving Ocean View, Millville,
and surrounding areas. For 90 years, we have provided Fire and Rescue services and for 65 years,
Emergency Medical Services. Our mission is to deliver the highest level of life-saving services to our
communities.

Currently, the company operates from two stations: the headquarters at 35554 Atlantic Avenue and the
substation at 34237 Omar Road in Clarksville. The Company has 70 active members and 15 full-time
career Fire/EMS employees. The MVFC operates three engine companies (pumpers), a rescue/engine, a
straight tanker (4,000 gallons of water), a brush truck, three utility vehicles, four BLS units (ambulances),
a 24-foot rescue boat, and a command vehicle. The MVFC handled 3,028 Emergency Medical Service
calls in 2025 with 1,714 transports to hospitals. In addition, we handled 601 fire/rescue calls for the same
period.

History:

Since our founding in 1936, the MVFC has maintained a close working relationship with the Town of
Ocean View, serving as the primary provider of Fire/Rescue and Emergency Medical Services. The
MVEFC participates in the town’s events and with the Town of Ocean View Police Department. MVFC,
along with the Ocean View Police Department, prepares emergency plans for Lord Baltimore Elementary
School. Joint training was also conducted with the police department to prepare for active assailant
scenarios and AMBER Alerts for missing children. Each year in October, the MVFC educates local
school children by participating in the National Fire Prevention Week at Lord Baltimore. This week-long
event allows firefighters to speak to children about home fire safety, dialing 911, home exit drills, the
dangers of playing with matches, Stop, Drop, and Roll, use of fire extinguishers, and kitchen safety.

Number and Type of Service Calls to Ocean View:

The Millville Volunteer Fire Company, Inc. responded to 111 Fire/Rescue calls and 425 Emergency
Medical Services calls, for a total of 536 calls in the Town of Ocean View last year.

Project:

The Millville Volunteer Fire Company Inc. is requesting $84,443 in assistance from the Town of Ocean
View’s Emergency Enhancement Fund to ensure our firefighters and new recruits have compliant, safe

equipment. This funding will purchase 15 sets of turnout gear—including pants, coats, and helmets—for
use during emergency response and required training. We are also requesting funding for 20 radio straps



to allow our firefighters to carry a portable radio under their turnout coats, thereby protecting it from high
heat and water during firefighting operations.

Turnout gear, also known as bunker gear or firefighting personal protective equipment (PPE), is an
essential piece of equipment for firefighters. It is worn by firefighters when responding to emergency
calls, and is designed to protect them from the heat, flames, and other hazards associated with firefighting.
The gear typically includes a coat and pants made of flame-resistant materials, along with a helmet,
gloves, and boots. The coat and pants are usually made of a combination of materials, including Nomex,
Kevlar, and other synthetic fibers, that provide both thermal insulation and protection against flames and
heat. The helmet is designed to protect the head and face from falling debris, while the gloves and boots
are made of materials that provide protection against heat, flames, and other hazards.

Turnout gear is essential for firefighters, providing the protection needed to safely and effectively perform
their duties. To be effective, it must fit properly, be durable and long-lasting, and be properly maintained
and replaced as needed to ensure it continues to provide adequate protection. Overall, turnout gear is a
vital piece of equipment for firefighters. Turnout gear has a standard 10-year life span from its
manufacture date, mandated by NFPA 1851, because materials degrade, technology advances, and
contaminants build up, reducing protection against extreme heat, smoke, and chemicals, though usage and
maintenance can shorten or potentially extend life slightly, requiring annual inspections and replacement
after a decade for firefighter safety.

Last year, the MVFC accepted 19 new members. Of this number, 14 were accepted as active
probationary firefighters and junior members. These members are required to attend a fire training
academy to complete their initial firefighting and rescue training. The fire academy requires attendees to
have safe turnout gear that complies with NFPA 10. This requirement places stress on the company’s
budget to properly and safely protect these members during their initial training and on-scene real-world
activities.

Here is a breakdown of our grant request:
ITEM QTY  UNIT COST EXT COST

Helmets 15 $550 each $8,250

Turnout Pants & Suspenders 15 $2.,060 each $30,900
Turnout Coats with Patch/Name Tag 15 $2,820 each $42,293
Radio Straps 20 $150 each $3,000

TOTAL REQUESTED $84,443

We request some flexibility in the quantity of turnout gear and the timing of purchases throughout the
grant period, as our needs vary throughout the year, provided we do not exceed the total grant amount.

Summary:

As a 501 (c) (3) Community Non-Profit Organization, we rely on donations, grant money, as well as state
and county funding to help us meet our goals. The Millville Volunteer Fire Company would struggle to
purchase vital equipment and make improvements without the town's assistance. These capital
improvements will enhance our operations, protect the citizens of Ocean View, and keep enhancement
funds directly within the town, where they are best utilized.
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An exclusive and patented Fire-Dex outer shell for
structural firefighting that’s designed to mitigate heat
stress by reducing weight and increasing flexibility, and
has no intentionally added PFAS.
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Fire®@Dex

AeroFlex™ Testimonials Approved For Use

"“The difference was felt while active. While moving there was a noticeable
difference among the participants who all described the gear as cooler. This is
the first garment | have tested that addresses the overheating of the firefighters
by reducing heat stress.”

- Firefighter Bradley Smith, Long Beach Fire Department

“We went to a commercial fire and noticed a lot less fatigue while wearing the
gear and sfill felt comfortable for some time after.”

- Lieutenant Matt Jaynes, Seminole County Fire Department

“| arm amazed at how cool | felt. | tried on several occasions to saturate myself
with as much convective and radiant heat as possible, then when | moved
around, | actually started to cool off. This has never happened in any other set
of gear | have worn before. The AeroVent Technology is amazing.”

- Battalion Chief Chad Christensen, LA County Fire Department

“AeroFlex is light, comfortable, and easy to manipulate. The thermal protection
has been tested several fimes, and the jacket holds up well to the daily beating
it takes."

- Lieutenant Kimo Naumann, Memphis Fire

Fire-Dex | 780 S. Progress Drive, Medina, OH 44256 | 330-723-0000



MSA Cairns

The Safety Company

Cairns® 1836 Fire Helmet

WHEN YOU GO IN, WE GO IN WITH YOU.
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MSA Cairns’

The Safety Company

15.3" length, 11.8” width, and a crown depth of 5.78"

5% - 8%

536 0z. (1.5 kg)" - 63.0 oz. (1.8 kg) (weight may vary depending on helmet configuration)

+ White * Red s Black + Yellow
+ Blue (paintedonly) = Orange (painted only)  Green (painted only) + Pink (painted only)

+ Unpainted Matte
* Painted High-Luster

Fiberglass composite, consisting of a high-temperature, flame and chip-resistant “through-colored” thermoset resin,
reinforced with 1-inch and 2-inch chopped fiberglass, compression-molded to form a one-piece shell

Impact-resistant polymer liner covered by a semi-rigid open cell, high temperature, energy absorbing urethane foam

» Spun-Nomex webbing
+ High-temperature, durable thermoplastic Quick-Release (QR)
» Cast zinc postman slide buckle

+ Manufactured with TenCate Tecasafe’ Plus TechT4™ (standard comfort)
* Genuine leather (option)

« Nomex (vellow and black options available)
* PBI/Kevlar

NFPA 1971-2018, Standard on Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting

All eye/face protection ANSI/ISEA Z87. and NFPA 1971-2018, Standard on Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting
and Proximity Fire Fighting

MSA watrants MSA Cairns® Fire Helmets to be free from defects in materials and/or faulty workmanship for a period of ten (10) years
from the date of manufacture by MSA.

All textile components of the Cairns 1836 Fire Helmet meet Berry Compliance requirements. Product of the US.
* Includes alf components with the exception of the leather front.

Note: This Bulletin contains only a general description af the products shown. While product uses and performance capabilities are MSA operates in over 40 countries
generally described, the products shall not, under any circumstances, be used by untrained or unqualified individuals, The products shall not 2 ) 3
be used until the product instructions/user manual, which contains detailed information concerning the proper use and care of the worldwide. To find an MSA office near you,

iy warnings ar cautions, have been thoroughly read and understood. Specifications are subject to change without i 7
ademark of MSA Technology, LLC in t?e US, Europe, and other Counlries, For all other trademarks visit please visit MSAsafety. COM/ offices.

et o Ty , MSAfire.com




